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Who can represent Japan? Controversy arose ira@hnith Japan when Chinese actress Zhang
Ziyi took the lead role iMemoirs of a Geishan 2005. In the same year, heated debate raced
over the internet when American pop star Gwen 8iefpped into Japanese youth fashion to
create her own version of “Harajuku Girls.” Evero@n Princess Masako, a bona fide Japanese
royal, has ruffled feathers over her representaifalapan. Each case—the geisha, pop star, and
princess—point to questions of authenticity andrappation, revealing an uneasy politics of
race and gender. Ultimately, these debates pushask about the boundaries of difference and
whether or not they may be crossed in the imagiaatiorlds of film, music video, and royal
pageantry.
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