
 
HIGE Study Abroad Staff 
 

Ann Ganz 
Ann joined the study abroad staff in September 2006 as a part-time study abroad coordinator.  She is a native of 
Clare, Michigan and earned her bachelor’s degree with a major in French and a minor in Linguistics from Western 
Michigan University.  As part of her undergraduate program, Ann completed a semester at the Université de Haute 
Bretagne - Rennes II, France, where she studied French culture, language and literature.   
  
Ann followed up her undergraduate education earning a master’s degree in Romance Linguistics from the 
University of Michigan, where she was awarded the Horace H. Rackham Graduate Fellowship and taught French 
as a graduate student instructor.  She returned to Kalamazoo after graduation. Ann also teaches French in WMU’s 
Foreign Language Department. 
  

 
Shannon Hill 
Shannon joined the Haenicke Institute in December 2005 as an office assistant.  In her position at the Institute, she 
participates heavily in a variety of projects and daily routines.  She works closely with the Executive Director of 
International Programs and the study abroad staff.  In addition to study abroad, Shannon has been working on a new 
reporting project for international admissions.   
 
Shannon is a native of Kalamazoo and graduated from Western Michigan University in 2004 with a bachelor’s degree 
in sociology with a minor in psychology.  Her undergraduate interests included social interaction, ethnic and national 
conflicts, and human rights violations.  Since joining the Institute, she has studied Russian, French and Chinese 
language.  Shannon intends to begin graduate work in anthropology in the spring.   
 

 
Anastassia Kaml 
Anastassia has been a part-time study abroad coordinator since September 2006.  She is a Russian native of the 
Volga region and holds a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in foreign languages and literature from the Pedagogical 
Institute, Saratov State University, Russia.  Following graduation, Anastassia was employed at her alma mater for 
seven years by the Office of International Relations, where she worked her way up the ladder to become chief 
coordinator for international programs, interfacing with faculty, staff and students from various countries, including 
England, the United States, France, China, Canada and Turkey. 

Anastassia now resides in Mattawan and she looks forward to putting her international experience to work assisting 
WMU students and faculty in achieving international study abroad goals and objectives.  

 
 

Gabriela “Gaby” Peschiera-Carl 
Gaby stepped into a full-time study abroad coordinator position in September 2006, following three years of service 
at the Center for International Programs at Kalamazoo College.  Born in Kalamazoo, Gaby hasn’t always lived in the 
area, but she returned to attend Kalamazoo College to earn a BA in 2003 in psychology, Spanish and Latin 
American Studies. Growing up in a bi-cultural family, Gaby spent many months in Peru during her childhood.  During 
her junior year in college, Gaby studied abroad in Valparaiso, Chile, which she says “absolutely transformed my life” 
and sparked her interest in International Education. 
 
Gaby has lived in Kalamazoo since graduating from K-College and she is currently working on a master’s degree at 
WMU in Socio-Cultural Studies and Educational Thought.   

 
 
Margaret von Steinen 
Margaret joined the Haenicke Institute in September 2004 as a part-time coordinator for WMU's Prague Summer 
Program. In January 2006, Margaret was named Communications Officer for the Institute in addition to her duties as 
the PSP coordinator. Margaret is a native of Wayne, Michigan, but has lived in the Kalamazoo area since the early 
1980's. She earned a bachelor's in journalism and creative writing from WMU in 2000 and completed an MFA in 
poetry in 2004.  
 
Margaret is a published poet and first participated in the Prague Summer Program as a graduate student in 2004. 
While serving as PSP coordinator for four years, she has gradually become an expert on the City of 100 Spires.  If 
you see a license plate 'PRAGUE' around town, honk to say hi to Margaret. 
 
 

 
 
 



 
Study Abroad Intern 
 

Morgan Swartz 
Morgan graduated summa cum laude from Kalamazoo College in 2006 with a bachelor’s in International and Area 
Studies.  While at K-College, Morgan spent a year at Waseda University in Tokyo.  She also served as the Chair of 
the American Executive committee of the Japan America Student Conference.  Morgan plans to undertake graduate 
studies in international education in fall 2008. Her principal assignments are as follows: Outreach and programming 
support to the Soga Japan Center Development, support for the new Haenicke Institute international recruitment 
online magazine, and outreach and support for study abroad programs. 
  
 
 
 

 

Study Abroad Student Office Assistants 
 

David Ashworth 
David is a fifth-year student at WMU with a variety of interests, including majors in global & international studies, as 
well as comparative religion, and minors in English and Japanese.  David was awarded a prestigious full-ride 
scholarship to attend Keio University in Tokyo, Japan. After graduation he plans plan to return to Japan in search of 
work and opportunities to explore Japanese culture. His extra-curricular activities include involvement in WMU’s 
Japan Club, the International Programs Council (IPC) and working in the Study Abroad Office.  
 
 
 
 
 
Jake Tardani 
As a senior at WMU with a student-planned major in Arabic language and culture, Jake was awarded a Gilman 
scholarship for a semester in Egypt, where he has studied on two occasions.  With a flair for languages, he enjoys 
speaking with people in foreign languages, learning about foreign cultures, and helping other students with the study 
abroad process.  Jake believes that everyone should take the time to learn about another culture through personal 
experience, a book, or classroom learning to promote a more culturally accepting world.  
 

    
 
 
 

Executive Director of International Programs 
 

 
Brett Berquist 
Brett Berquist has 19 years experience in international education, of which 11 were in faculty 
positions in Europe. He has dual citizenship—US and France.   He holds a BA in French and Music 
(U Missouri Kansas City), an MA in Linguistics (U Kansas) and studied Psycholinguistics and Second 
Language Acquisition at the doctoral level.  Brett has taught in the U.S., U.K., France, and Korea.  He 
chaired foreign language departments for eight years and has managed more than 150 international 
programs in 50 countries.   
 
In a business school in France, Brett led student participation in international education from 10 
percent to 98 percent, including study abroad, double degrees, short-term faculty-led programs, 
internships in 55 countries, and student projects, such as a one-month bicycle trek across China.   
 
Brett has served on internationalization taskforces in four universities and has given more than 30 
conference and workshop presentations on intercultural programs and learning.   
 
Brett joined Western Michigan University as Director of Study Abroad in 2003.  In August 2005, he 
was appointed Executive Director of International Programs.  His primary portfolio is working with the 
Director of Study Abroad and the Director of Transnational Education Programs. 
 
 


